Law and Motion Calendar – Department Nine (8:30 a.m.)

May 20, 2022

1. CARDINAL HEALTH v NGUYEN 22CV0226
Judgment Debtor Examination.
TENTATIVE RULING # 1: THE PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF THE DEBTOR IS
REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M., FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE, PROVIDED
PROOF OF SERVICE OF THE ORDER TO APPEAR FOR EXAMINATION IS FILED PRIOR
TO THE HEARING SHOWING THAT PERSONAL SERVICE ON THE DEBTOR WAS
AFFECTED NO LATER THAN TEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE HEARING DATE (CCP, §
708.110(d)). IF THE APPROPRIATE PROOF OF SERVICE IS NOT FILED, NO
EXAMINATION WILL TAKE PLACE.
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2. MATTER OF BRANDT 22CV0413
OSC Re: Name Change.
TENTATIVE RULING # 2: THE PETITION IS GRANTED.
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3. MATTER OF SOOTH 22CV0337
OSC Re: Name Change.
The petition seeks to change the name of two minors. The minors’ father has not joined in
the petition. While there is a proof of personal service of the petition and OSC on Adam K. in
the court’s file, the court is unable to determine if he is the minors’ father, because the petition
does not identify the father and his address. The court cannot rule on the merits of the petition
until the issue of service on the father is resolved.
TENTATIVE RULING # 3: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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4. MATTER OF LIVIA D. 22CV0198
OSC Re: Name Change.
TENTATIVE RULING # 4: THE PETITION IS GRANTED.
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5. PEOPLE v. VALENCIA PC-20200369
Petition for Forfeiture.
On August 3, 2020, the People filed a petition for forfeiture of cash seized in the amount of
$729,247.58 by the El Dorado County Sheriff’s Department. The petition states: the funds are
currently in the hands of the El Dorado County District Attorney’s Office; and the property
became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because that
money was a thing of value furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for
a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable to such an exchange, and the money was
used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of various provisions of the Health and
Safety Code. The People pray for judgment declaring that the money is forfeited to the State of
California.
Claimant Valencia filed a Judicial Council Form MC-200 claim opposing forfeiture in
response to a notice of petition.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
5
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under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
6
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which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and
Safety Code, § 11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
7
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hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(e).)
“In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470 that is cash or
negotiable instruments of a value of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), the
state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving by clear and convincing
evidence that the property for which forfeiture is sought is such as is described in subdivision
(f) of Section 11470. There is no requirement for forfeiture thereof that a criminal conviction be
obtained in an underlying or related criminal offense.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety
Code, § 11488.4(i)(4).)
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“(5) If there is an underlying or related criminal action, and a criminal conviction is required
before a judgment of forfeiture may be entered, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried in
conjunction therewith. Trial shall be by jury unless waived by all parties. If there is no
underlying or related criminal action, the presiding judge of the superior court shall assign the
action brought pursuant to this chapter for trial.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(5).)
Upon request of counsel, the hearing was continued from January 14, 2022, to May 20,
2022.
TENTATIVE RULING # 5: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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6. PEOPLE v. HARRIS PC-20200368
Petition for Forfeiture.
On August 3, 2020, the People filed a petition for forfeiture of cash in the total amount of
$285,347.90 seized by the El Dorado County Sheriff’s Department. The petition states: the
funds are currently in the hands of the El Dorado County District Attorney’s Office; and the
property became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because
that money was a thing of value furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange
for a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable to such an exchange, and the money
was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of various provisions of the Health and
Safety Code. The People pray for judgment declaring that the money is forfeited to the State of
California.
Claimant Harris filed a Judicial Council Form MC-200 claim opposing forfeiture in response
to a notice of petition.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
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under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
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which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and
Safety Code, § 11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
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hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(e).)
“In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470 that is cash or
negotiable instruments of a value of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), the
state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving by clear and convincing
evidence that the property for which forfeiture is sought is such as is described in subdivision
(f) of Section 11470. There is no requirement for forfeiture thereof that a criminal conviction be
obtained in an underlying or related criminal offense.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety
Code, § 11488.4(i)(4).)
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“(5) If there is an underlying or related criminal action, and a criminal conviction is required
before a judgment of forfeiture may be entered, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried in
conjunction therewith. Trial shall be by jury unless waived by all parties. If there is no
underlying or related criminal action, the presiding judge of the superior court shall assign the
action brought pursuant to this chapter for trial.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(5).)
Upon request of counsel, the hearing was continued from January 14, 2022, to May 20,
2022.
TENTATIVE RULING # 6: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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7. PEOPLE v. CANALES PCL-20190258
Trial Setting Conference.
The court was advised at the trial setting conference on February 4, 2022, that the criminal
matter was still pending, and the next hearing was set for February 28, 2022.
The hearing was continued to May 20, 2022. The court has not received any further word
from the parties.
TENTATIVE RULING # 7: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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8. PEOPLE v. WILLIAM MCDONALD PCL-20210445
Hearing Re: Claim Opposing Forfeiture.
Claimant William McDonald filed a claim opposing forfeiture in response to a notice of
administrative proceedings to determine that certain funds are forfeited. The proof of service of
non-judicial asset forfeiture proceedings dated May 13, 2021, is attached to the claim. The
claim contends: the $11,500 in cash seized is from rent money and he does not keep large
balances in the bank, because the Franchise Tax Board has locked the account and seized
funds on deposit; and he claims all the cash is rightfully his.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(j) The Attorney General or the district attorney of the county in which property is subject to
forfeiture under Section 11470 may, pursuant to this subdivision, order forfeiture of personal
property not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) in value. The Attorney General
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or district attorney shall provide notice of proceedings under this subdivision pursuant to
subdivisions (c), (d), (e), and (f), including: ¶ (1) A description of the property. ¶ (2) The
appraised value of the property. ¶ (3) The date and place of seizure or location of any property
not seized but subject to forfeiture. ¶ (4) The violation of law alleged with respect to forfeiture of
the property. ¶ (5) The instructions for filing and serving a claim with the Attorney General or
the district attorney pursuant to Section 11488.5 and time limits for filing a claim and claim
form. ¶ If no claims are timely filed, the Attorney General or the district attorney shall prepare a
written declaration of forfeiture of the subject property to the state and dispose of the property
in accordance with Section 11489. A written declaration of forfeiture signed by the Attorney
General or district attorney under this subdivision shall be deemed to provide good and
sufficient title to the forfeited property. The prosecuting agency ordering forfeiture pursuant to
this subdivision shall provide a copy of the declaration of forfeiture to any person listed in the
receipt given at the time of seizure and to any person personally served notice of the forfeiture
proceedings. ¶ If a claim is timely filed, then the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a
petition of forfeiture pursuant to this section within 30 days of the receipt of the claim. The
petition of forfeiture shall then proceed pursuant to other provisions of this chapter, except that
no additional notice need be given and no additional claim need be filed.” (Emphasis added.)
(Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(j).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
17
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forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
The petition for forfeiture was filed on August 2, 2021. The proof of service declares it was
served by mail on the claimant/respondent on August 2, 2021.
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
18
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Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
19
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accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(e).)
“(2) In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470, except cash,
negotiable instruments, or other cash equivalents of a value of not less than twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000), for which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is
contested, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a
reasonable doubt that the property for which forfeiture is sought meets the criteria for forfeiture
described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.4(i)(2).)
“(3) In the case of property described in paragraphs (1) and (2), a judgment of forfeiture
requires as a condition precedent thereto, that a defendant be convicted in an underlying or
related criminal action of an offense specified in subdivision (f) or (g) of Section 11470 which
offense occurred within five years of the seizure of the property subject to forfeiture or within
five years of the notification of intention to seek forfeiture. If the defendant is found guilty of the
underlying or related criminal offense, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried before the same jury,
if the trial was by jury, or tried before the same court, if trial was by court, unless waived by all
20
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parties. The issue of forfeiture shall be bifurcated from the criminal trial and tried after
conviction unless waived by all the parties.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(3).)
“(5) If there is an underlying or related criminal action, and a criminal conviction is required
before a judgment of forfeiture may be entered, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried in
conjunction therewith. Trial shall be by jury unless waived by all parties. If there is no
underlying or related criminal action, the presiding judge of the superior court shall assign the
action brought pursuant to this chapter for trial.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(5).)
The People appeared at the hearing on February 4, 2022. William McDonald did not
appear. The People advised the court that William McDonald had notice of the hearing, the
criminal case was now concluded, and the People needed to publish the seizure and
requested a continuance of the hearing.
The hearing was continued to May 20, 2022. The February 4, 2022, minute order continuing
the hearing was mailed to William McDonald’s address of record on February 4, 2022, and
placed in the Department 7 will call box for the District Attorney on that same date. The court
has not received any further word from the parties.
TENTATIVE RULING # 8: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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9. PEOPLE v. KUNG PC-20210120
Petition for Forfeiture.
On March 11, 2021, the People filed a petition for forfeiture of cash in the amount of
$29,000 that was seized by the El Dorado County Sheriff’s Department. The petition states: the
funds are currently in the hands of the El Dorado County District Attorney’s Office; the property
became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because that
money was a thing of value furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for
a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable to such an exchange, and the money was
used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of various provisions of the Health and
Safety Code; and that a criminal case alleging violations of Health and Safety Code, §§ 11360
and 11366 was filed on January 31, 2020. The People pray for judgment declaring that the
money is forfeited to the State of California.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
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under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(c) The Attorney General or district attorney shall make service of process regarding this
petition upon every individual designated in a receipt issued for the property seized. In
addition, the Attorney General or district attorney shall cause a notice of the seizure, if any, and
of the intended forfeiture proceeding, as well as a notice stating that any interested party may
file a verified claim with the superior court of the county in which the property was seized or if
the property was not seized, a notice of the initiation of forfeiture proceedings with respect to
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any interest in the property seized or subject to forfeiture, to be served by personal delivery or
by registered mail upon any person who has an interest in the seized property or property
subject to forfeiture other than persons designated in a receipt issued for the property seized.
Whenever a notice is delivered pursuant to this section, it shall be accompanied by a claim
form as described in Section 11488.5 and directions for the filing and service of a claim.”
(Health & Safety Code, § 11488.4(c).)
The proof of service declares that on April 22, 2021, respondent was served notice of the
hearing, the petition for forfeiture, a blank claim form opposing forfeiture, and a blank
disclaimer of interest form by certified mail.
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
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subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
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the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(e).)
“(2) In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470, except cash,
negotiable instruments, or other cash equivalents of a value of not less than twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000), for which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is
contested, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a
reasonable doubt that the property for which forfeiture is sought meets the criteria for forfeiture
described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.4(i)(2).)
“(3) In the case of property described in paragraphs (1) and (2), a judgment of forfeiture
requires as a condition precedent thereto, that a defendant be convicted in an underlying or
related criminal action of an offense specified in subdivision (f) or (g) of Section 11470 which
offense occurred within five years of the seizure of the property subject to forfeiture or within
five years of the notification of intention to seek forfeiture. If the defendant is found guilty of the
underlying or related criminal offense, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried before the same jury,
if the trial was by jury, or tried before the same court, if trial was by court, unless waived by all
parties. The issue of forfeiture shall be bifurcated from the criminal trial and tried after
conviction unless waived by all the parties.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(3).)
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“In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470 that is cash or
negotiable instruments of a value of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), the
state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving by clear and convincing
evidence that the property for which forfeiture is sought is such as is described in subdivision
(f) of Section 11470. There is no requirement for forfeiture thereof that a criminal conviction be
obtained in an underlying or related criminal offense.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety
Code, § 11488.4(i)(4).)
“(5) If there is an underlying or related criminal action, and a criminal conviction is required
before a judgment of forfeiture may be entered, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried in
conjunction therewith. Trial shall be by jury unless waived by all parties. If there is no
underlying or related criminal action, the presiding judge of the superior court shall assign the
action brought pursuant to this chapter for trial.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(5).)
Counsel appeared on behalf of Giar Kung at the January 14, 2022, hearing, and stated that
the claim opposing forfeiture was filed and served. The court is unable to find the claim
opposing forfeiture in the court’s file.
The People advised the court that the preliminary hearing was set in May.
The hearing was continued from January 14, 2022, to May 20, 2022. The parties waived
notice.
TENTATIVE RUING # 9: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY
20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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10. PEOPLE v. BUTTERFIELD 21CV0167
Petition for Forfeiture.
Claimant Butterfield filed a claim opposing forfeiture in response to a notice of
administrative proceedings to determine that certain funds are forfeited. The proof of service
declares that a Deputy District Attorney was served the claim opposing forfeiture by mail on
November 5, 2021
The People responded by filing a petition for forfeiture. The unverified petition contends:
$4,000 in U.S. Currency was seized by the El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office; such funds are
currently in the hands of the El Dorado County District Attorney’s Office; and the property
became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because that
money was a thing of value furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for
a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable to such an exchange, and the money was
used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of Health and Safety Code, § 11358. The
People pray for judgment declaring that the money is forfeited to the State of California.
There is no proof of service of the petition for forfeiture on claimant’s counsel of record in
the court’s file. The court cannot consider the petition for forfeiture until adequate proof of
service of the petition on the claimant is filed.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
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felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
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days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
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forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(e).)
“(5) If there is an underlying or related criminal action, and a criminal conviction is required
before a judgment of forfeiture may be entered, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried in
conjunction therewith. Trial shall be by jury unless waived by all parties. If there is no
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underlying or related criminal action, the presiding judge of the superior court shall assign the
action brought pursuant to this chapter for trial.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(5).)
The court cannot consider the petition for forfeiture until adequate proof of service of the
petition on the claimant’s counsel is filed.
TENTATIVE RULING # 10: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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11. PEOPLE v. BROUSSARD 22CV0481
Petition for Forfeiture.
On March 15, 2022, the People filed a petition for forfeiture of cash seized by the El Dorado
County Sheriff’s Department. The petition states: $66,570 in U.S. Currency was seized by the
El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office; such funds are currently in the hands of the El Dorado
County District Attorney’s Office; the property became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health
and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because that money was a thing of value furnished or intended to
be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable
to such an exchange, and the money was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation
of various provisions of the Health and Safety Code. The People pray for judgment declaring
that the money is forfeited to the State of California.
Petition for Forfeiture Proof of Service
“(c) The Attorney General or district attorney shall make service of process regarding this
petition upon every individual designated in a receipt issued for the property seized. In
addition, the Attorney General or district attorney shall cause a notice of the seizure, if any, and
of the intended forfeiture proceeding, as well as a notice stating that any interested party may
file a verified claim with the superior court of the county in which the property was seized or if
the property was not seized, a notice of the initiation of forfeiture proceedings with respect to
any interest in the property seized or subject to forfeiture, to be served by personal delivery or
by registered mail upon any person who has an interest in the seized property or property
subject to forfeiture other than persons designated in a receipt issued for the property seized.
Whenever a notice is delivered pursuant to this section, it shall be accompanied by a claim
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form as described in Section 11488.5 and directions for the filing and service of a claim.”
(Emphasis added.) (Health & Safety Code, § 11488.4(c).)
The proof of service declares that on April 14, 2022, the petition, notice of judicial asset
forfeiture proceeding, blank claim form opposing forfeiture (MC-200), and disclaimer of interest
was served by certified mail on Anthony Broussard at a street address and P.O. Box. At the
time this ruling was prepared there was no response to the petition or claim opposing forfeiture
in the court’s file.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
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provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
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a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
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and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(e).)
“(i)(1) With respect to property described in subdivisions (e) and (g) of Section 11470 for
which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is contested, the state or local
governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a reasonable doubt that the
property for which forfeiture is sought was used, or intended to be used, to facilitate a violation
of one of the offenses enumerated in subdivision (f) or (g) of Section 11470.” (Health and
Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(1).)
“(2) In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470, except cash,
negotiable instruments, or other cash equivalents of a value of not less than twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000), for which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is
contested, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a
reasonable doubt that the property for which forfeiture is sought meets the criteria for forfeiture
described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.4(i)(2).)
TENTATIVE RULING # 11: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
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TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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12. PEOPLE v. JILL MCDONALD PCL-20210446
Hearing Re: Claim Opposing Forfeiture.
Claimant Jill McDonald filed a claim opposing forfeiture in response to a notice of
administrative proceedings to determine that certain funds are forfeited. The proof of service of
non-judicial asset forfeiture proceedings dated May 13, 2021, is attached to the claim. The
claim contends: the $11,500 in cash seized is from rent money and she does not keep large
balances in the bank, because the Franchise Tax Board has locked the account and seized
funds on deposit; and she claims all the cash is rightfully hers.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(j) The Attorney General or the district attorney of the county in which property is subject to
forfeiture under Section 11470 may, pursuant to this subdivision, order forfeiture of personal
property not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) in value. The Attorney General
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or district attorney shall provide notice of proceedings under this subdivision pursuant to
subdivisions (c), (d), (e), and (f), including: ¶ (1) A description of the property. ¶ (2) The
appraised value of the property. ¶ (3) The date and place of seizure or location of any property
not seized but subject to forfeiture. ¶ (4) The violation of law alleged with respect to forfeiture of
the property. ¶ (5) The instructions for filing and serving a claim with the Attorney General or
the district attorney pursuant to Section 11488.5 and time limits for filing a claim and claim
form. ¶ If no claims are timely filed, the Attorney General or the district attorney shall prepare a
written declaration of forfeiture of the subject property to the state and dispose of the property
in accordance with Section 11489. A written declaration of forfeiture signed by the Attorney
General or district attorney under this subdivision shall be deemed to provide good and
sufficient title to the forfeited property. The prosecuting agency ordering forfeiture pursuant to
this subdivision shall provide a copy of the declaration of forfeiture to any person listed in the
receipt given at the time of seizure and to any person personally served notice of the forfeiture
proceedings. ¶ If a claim is timely filed, then the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a
petition of forfeiture pursuant to this section within 30 days of the receipt of the claim. The
petition of forfeiture shall then proceed pursuant to other provisions of this chapter, except that
no additional notice need be given and no additional claim need be filed.” (Emphasis added.)
(Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(j).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
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forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
The petition for forfeiture was filed on August 2, 2021. The proof of service declares it was
served by mail on the claimant/respondent on August 2, 2021.
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
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Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
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accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(e).)
“(2) In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470, except cash,
negotiable instruments, or other cash equivalents of a value of not less than twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000), for which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is
contested, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a
reasonable doubt that the property for which forfeiture is sought meets the criteria for forfeiture
described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.4(i)(2).)
“(3) In the case of property described in paragraphs (1) and (2), a judgment of forfeiture
requires as a condition precedent thereto, that a defendant be convicted in an underlying or
related criminal action of an offense specified in subdivision (f) or (g) of Section 11470 which
offense occurred within five years of the seizure of the property subject to forfeiture or within
five years of the notification of intention to seek forfeiture. If the defendant is found guilty of the
underlying or related criminal offense, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried before the same jury,
if the trial was by jury, or tried before the same court, if trial was by court, unless waived by all
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parties. The issue of forfeiture shall be bifurcated from the criminal trial and tried after
conviction unless waived by all the parties.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(3).)
“(5) If there is an underlying or related criminal action, and a criminal conviction is required
before a judgment of forfeiture may be entered, the issue of forfeiture shall be tried in
conjunction therewith. Trial shall be by jury unless waived by all parties. If there is no
underlying or related criminal action, the presiding judge of the superior court shall assign the
action brought pursuant to this chapter for trial.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(5).)
The People appeared at the hearing on February 4, 2022. Jill McDonald did not appear.
The People advised the court that Jill McDonald had notice of the hearing, the criminal case
was now concluded, and the People needed to publish the seizure and requested a
continuance of the hearing.
The hearing was continued to May 20, 2022. The February 4, 2022, minute order continuing
the hearing was mailed to Jill McDonald’s address of record on February 4, 2022, and placed
in the Department 7 will call box for the District Attorney on that same date. The court has not
received any further word from the parties.
TENTATIVE RULING # 12: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.

44

Law and Motion Calendar – Department Nine (8:30 a.m.)

May 20, 2022

13. PEOPLE v. MACEIUNAS 22CV0482
Petition for Forfeiture.
On March 15, 2022, the People filed a petition for forfeiture of cash seized by the El Dorado
County Sheriff’s Department. The petition states: $27,000 in U.S. Currency was seized by the
El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office; such funds are currently in the hands of the El Dorado
County District Attorney’s Office; the property became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health
and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because that money was a thing of value furnished or intended to
be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable
to such an exchange, and the money was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation
of various provisions of the Health and Safety Code. The People pray for judgment declaring
that the money is forfeited to the State of California.
Petition for Forfeiture Proof of Service
“(c) The Attorney General or district attorney shall make service of process regarding this
petition upon every individual designated in a receipt issued for the property seized. In
addition, the Attorney General or district attorney shall cause a notice of the seizure, if any, and
of the intended forfeiture proceeding, as well as a notice stating that any interested party may
file a verified claim with the superior court of the county in which the property was seized or if
the property was not seized, a notice of the initiation of forfeiture proceedings with respect to
any interest in the property seized or subject to forfeiture, to be served by personal delivery or
by registered mail upon any person who has an interest in the seized property or property
subject to forfeiture other than persons designated in a receipt issued for the property seized.
Whenever a notice is delivered pursuant to this section, it shall be accompanied by a claim
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form as described in Section 11488.5 and directions for the filing and service of a claim.”
(Emphasis added.) (Health & Safety Code, § 11488.4(c).)
The proof of service declares on April 19, 2022, the petition for forfeiture, notice of judicial
asset forfeiture proceeding, blank claim form opposing forfeiture (MC-200) and disclaimer of
interest were served by certified mail on John Maceiunas to a certain street address. At the
time this ruling was prepared, there was no response to the petition or claim opposing
forfeiture in the court’s file.
“The following are subject to forfeiture: ¶ * * * (f) All moneys, negotiable instruments,
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in
exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, or securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any
violation of Section 11351, 11351.5, 11352, 11355, 11359, 11360, 11378, 11378.5, 11379,
11379.5, 11379.6, 11380, 11382, or 11383 of this code, or Section 182 of the Penal Code, or a
felony violation of Section 11366.8 of this code, insofar as the offense involves manufacture,
sale, possession for sale, offer for sale, or offer to manufacture, or conspiracy to commit at
least one of those offenses, if the exchange, violation, or other conduct which is the basis for
the forfeiture occurred within five years of the seizure of the property, or the filing of a petition
under this chapter, or the issuance of an order of forfeiture of the property, whichever comes
first.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11470(f).)
“(a) Except as provided in subdivision (j), if the Department of Justice or the local
governmental entity determines that the factual circumstances do warrant that the moneys,
negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value seized or subject to forfeiture come
within the provisions of subdivisions (a) to (g), inclusive, of Section 11470, and are not
automatically made forfeitable or subject to court order of forfeiture or destruction by another
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provision of this chapter, the Attorney General or district attorney shall file a petition of
forfeiture with the superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with
the underlying criminal offense or in which the property subject to forfeiture has been seized or,
if no seizure has occurred, in the county in which the property subject to forfeiture is located. If
the petition alleges that real property is forfeitable, the prosecuting attorney shall cause a lis
pendens to be recorded in the office of the county recorder of each county in which the real
property is located. ¶ A petition of forfeiture under this subdivision shall be filed as soon as
practicable, but in any case within one year of the seizure of the property which is subject to
forfeiture, or as soon as practicable, but in any case within one year of the filing by the Attorney
General or district attorney of a lis pendens or other process against the property, whichever is
earlier.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.4(a).)
“(a)(1) Any person claiming an interest in the property seized pursuant to Section 11488
may, unless for good cause shown the court extends the time for filing, at any time within 30
days from the date of the first publication of the notice of seizure, if that person was not
personally served or served by mail, or within 30 days after receipt of actual notice, file with the
superior court of the county in which the defendant has been charged with the underlying or
related criminal offense or in which the property was seized or, if there was no seizure, in
which the property is located, a claim, verified in accordance with Section 446 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, stating his or her interest in the property. An endorsed copy of the claim shall
be served by the claimant on the Attorney General or district attorney, as appropriate, within 30
days of the filing of the claim…” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(a)(1).)
“(c)(1) If a verified claim is filed, the forfeiture proceeding shall be set for hearing on a day
not less than 30 days therefrom, and the proceeding shall have priority over other civil cases.
Notice of the hearing shall be given in the same manner as provided in Section 11488.4. Such
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a verified claim or a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (j) of Section 11488.4 shall not be
admissible in the proceedings regarding the underlying or related criminal offense set forth in
subdivision (a) of Section 11488. ¶ (2) The hearing shall be by jury, unless waived by consent
of all parties. ¶ (3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply to proceedings
under this chapter unless otherwise inconsistent with the provisions or procedures set forth in
this chapter. However, in proceedings under this chapter, there shall be no joinder of actions,
coordination of actions, except for forfeiture proceedings, or cross-complaints, and the issues
shall be limited strictly to the questions related to this chapter.” (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.5(c).)
“(d)(1) At the hearing, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of
establishing, pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4, that the owner of any interest in the
seized property consented to the use of the property with knowledge that it would be or was
used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, in accordance with the burden of proof set
forth in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4. ¶ (2) No interest in the seized property shall be
affected by a forfeiture decree under this section unless the state or local governmental entity
has proven that the owner of that interest consented to the use of the property with knowledge
that it would be or was used for the purpose charged. Forfeiture shall be ordered when, at the
hearing, the state or local governmental entity has shown that the assets in question are
subject to forfeiture pursuant to Section 11470, in accordance with the burden of proof set forth
in subdivision (i) of Section 11488.4.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(d).)
“(e) The forfeiture hearing shall be continued upon motion of the prosecution or the
defendant until after a verdict of guilty on any criminal charges specified in this chapter and
pending against the defendant have been decided. The forfeiture hearing shall be conducted in
accordance with Sections 190 to 222.5, inclusive, Sections 224 to 234, inclusive, Section 237,
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and Sections 607 to 630 of the Code of Civil Procedure if trial by jury, and by Sections 631 to
636, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, if by the court. Unless the court or jury finds that
the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted, the court shall
order the seized property released to the person it determines is entitled thereto. ¶ If the court
or jury finds that the seized property was used for a purpose for which forfeiture is permitted,
but does not find that a person claiming an interest therein, to which the court has determined
he or she is entitled, had actual knowledge that the seized property would be or was used for a
purpose for which forfeiture is permitted and consented to that use, the court shall order the
seized property released to the claimant.” (Health and Safety Code, § 11488.5(e).)
“(i)(1) With respect to property described in subdivisions (e) and (g) of Section 11470 for
which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is contested, the state or local
governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a reasonable doubt that the
property for which forfeiture is sought was used, or intended to be used, to facilitate a violation
of one of the offenses enumerated in subdivision (f) or (g) of Section 11470.” (Health and
Safety Code, § 11488.4(i)(1).)
“(2) In the case of property described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470, except cash,
negotiable instruments, or other cash equivalents of a value of not less than twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000), for which forfeiture is sought and as to which forfeiture is
contested, the state or local governmental entity shall have the burden of proving beyond a
reasonable doubt that the property for which forfeiture is sought meets the criteria for forfeiture
described in subdivision (f) of Section 11470.” (Emphasis added.) (Health and Safety Code, §
11488.4(i)(2).)
TENTATIVE RULING # 13: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
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TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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14. PEOPLE v. PALAGYE 22CV0483
Petition for Forfeiture.
On March 15, 2022, the People filed a petition for forfeiture of cash seized by the El Dorado
County Sheriff’s Department. The petition states: $29,331 in U.S. Currency was seized by the
El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office; such funds are currently in the hands of the El Dorado
County District Attorney’s Office; the property became subject to forfeiture pursuant to Health
and Safety Code, § 11470(f), because that money was a thing of value furnished or intended to
be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled substance, the proceeds was traceable
to such an exchange, and the money was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation
of various provisions of the Health and Safety Code. The People pray for judgment declaring
that the money is forfeited to the State of California.
Petition for Forfeiture Proof of Service
“(c) The Attorney General or district attorney shall make service of process regarding this
petition upon every individual designated in a receipt issued for the property seized. In
addition, the Attorney General or district attorney shall cause a notice of the seizure, if any, and
of the intended forfeiture proceeding, as well as a notice stating that any interested party may
file a verified claim with the superior court of the county in which the property was seized or if
the property was not seized, a notice of the initiation of forfeiture proceedings with respect to
any interest in the property seized or subject to forfeiture, to be served by personal delivery or
by registered mail upon any person who has an interest in the seized property or property
subject to forfeiture other than persons designated in a receipt issued for the property seized.
Whenever a notice is delivered pursuant to this section, it shall be accompanied by a claim
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form as described in Section 11488.5 and directions for the filing and service of a claim.”
(Emphasis added.) (Health & Safety Code, § 11488.4(c).)
There was no proof of service of the petition on the interested persons in the court’s file at
the time this ruling was prepared. The court cannot consider the petition absent proof of
adequate service on the interested persons.
TENTATIVE RULING # 14: APPEARANCES ARE REQUIRED AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY,
MAY 20, 2022, IN DEPARTMENT NINE. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND PAID THROUGH THE COURT WEBSITE AT www.eldorado.courts.ca.gov/onlineservices/telephonic-appearances.
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15. PHELAN v. TOFANELLI PSC-20150184
Hearing Re: Claim of Exemption.
On October 6, 2015, judgement was entered against defendant in the amount of $9,275.
The judgment creditor executed on the judgment by wage garnishment.
The judgment debtor claims all her earnings are exempt because they are necessary for the
support of herself and her family. Her family is stated to consist of a 16-year-old son, an adult
daughter (18-years-old), who she claims is still in high school and works part-time, and a
disabled spouse that the debtor is engaged in the process of divorcing, who has lived in
Colorado since January 2021.
The judgment creditor opposes the claim on the following grounds: the income is not
exempt from garnishment; the verified financial statement is not sufficient evidence of her
income and expenses, because she needs to provide other evidence to support her clam, such
as pay stubs, statements, and etc.; there is $3,680 in monthly income and monthly expenses
of $3,715, yet she still has savings of $500 in the bank; there is an adult daughter who
contributes income; and the spouse who lives separate and apart from the debtor cannot be
claimed as dependent for the purposes of a claim of exemption.
The judgment creditor will accept $160 per month garnished from her monthly wages.
The public policy of the state's wage exemption statutes is to ensure that the debtor and his
or her family will retain enough money to maintain a basic standard of living. (Barnhill v. Robert
Saunders & Co. (1981) 125 Cal.App.3d 1, 6.) The exemption claimant has the burden of proof.
(Code of Civil Procedure, § 703.580(b).) Absent the judgment debtor establishing her entire
monthly net income is necessary for support of herself and her family, the amount subject to
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garnishment is 25% of her net monthly income (See 15 U.S.C. § 1673; and Code of Civil
Procedure, § 706.050.), which amounts to $920 per month.
The daughter makes $900 part-time and can contribute something to the household
expenses thereby resulting in some funds earned by the debtor not being necessary to support
the family. The court finds that there remains available the amount of $160 per month to be
deducted from her pay, which amounts to approximately $73.84 per two week pay period.
The exemption claimant has not met her burden of proof that all wages are exempt. (Code
of Civil Procedure, § 703.580(b).) The court finds that $73.84 each two week pay period is
available for garnishment.
TENTATIVE RULING # 15: THE CLAIM OF EXEMPTION IS DENIED IN PART AND
GRANTED IN PART. THE EXEMPTION CLAIMANT HAS NOT MET HER BURDEN OF
PROOF THAT ALL WAGES ARE EXEMPT. (CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, § 703.580(B).)
THE COURT FINDS THAT $73.84 EACH TWO WEEK PAY PERIOD IS AVAILABLE FOR
GARNISHMENT. NO HEARING ON THIS MATTER WILL BE HELD (LEWIS V. SUPERIOR
COURT (1999) 19 CAL.4TH 1232, 1247.), UNLESS A NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAR AND
REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT IS TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE
COURT’S WEBSITE OR BY TELEPHONE TO THE COURT AT (530) 621-6551 BY 4:00 P.M.
ON THE DAY THE TENTATIVE RULING IS ISSUED. NOTICE TO ALL PARTIES OF AN
INTENT TO APPEAR MUST BE MADE BY TELEPHONE OR IN PERSON. PROOF OF
SERVICE OF SAID NOTICE MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO OR AT THE HEARING. LONG
CAUSE HEARINGS MUST BE REQUESTED BY 4:00 P.M. ON THE DAY THE TENTATIVE
RULING IS ISSUED AND THE PARTIES ARE PROVIDE THE COURT WITH THREE
MUTUALLY AGREEABLE DATES ON FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 2:30 P.M. LONG CAUSE
ORAL ARGUMENT REQUESTS WILL BE SET FOR HEARING ON ONE OF THE THREE
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MUTUALLY AGREEABLE DATES ON FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 2:30 P.M. THE COURT
WILL ADVISE THE PARTIES OF THE LONG CAUSE HEARING DATE AND TIME BY 5:00
P.M. ON THE DAY THE TENTATIVE RULING IS ISSUED. PARTIES MAY PERSONALLY
APPEAR AT THE HEARING. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR
TELEPHONICALLY THEY MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED
AND

PAID

THROUGH

THE

COURT

WEBSITE

AT

www.eldoradocourt.org/onlineservices/vcourt.html. MATTERS IN WHICH THE PARTIES’
TOTAL TIME ESTIMATE FOR ARGUMENT IS 15 MINUTES OR LESS WILL BE HEARD ON
THE LAW AND MOTION CALENDAR AT 8:30 A.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022, EITHER IN
PERSON OR BY VCOURT TELEPHONIC APPEARANCE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED
BY THE COURT.
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16. SMITH v. HENDRICKS 21UD0036
Motion for Leave to Withdraw as Attorney of Record for Defendants.
On April 7, 2022, defense counsel filed a motion to be relieved as counsel of record for
defendants. Counsel declares the following in support of the motion: the specific facts
concerning the motion are confidential; despite agreeing to execute a substitution of attorney,
the clients have failed to do so; and the counsel served the clients copies of the motion papers
and the declaration by mail to their last known address, which was confirmed within the past 30
days by conversation.
There was no opposition to the motion in the court’s file at the time this ruling was prepared.
Trial is set to commence on May 26, 2022.
TENTATIVE RULING # 16: ABSENT OPPOSITION, THE MOTION IS GRANTED.
WITHDRAWAL WILL BE EFFECTIVE AS OF THE DATE OF FILING PROOF OF SERVICE
OF THE FORMAL, SIGNED ORDER UPON THE CLIENT. NO HEARING ON THIS MATTER
WILL BE HELD (LEWIS V. SUPERIOR COURT (1999) 19 CAL.4TH 1232, 1247.), UNLESS A
NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAR AND REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT IS
TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE COURT’S WEBSITE OR BY
TELEPHONE TO THE COURT AT (530) 621-6551 BY 4:00 P.M. ON THE DAY THE
TENTATIVE RULING IS ISSUED. NOTICE TO ALL PARTIES OF AN INTENT TO APPEAR
MUST BE MADE BY TELEPHONE OR IN PERSON. PROOF OF SERVICE OF SAID
NOTICE MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO OR AT THE HEARING. LONG CAUSE HEARINGS
MUST BE REQUESTED BY 4:00 P.M. ON THE DAY THE TENTATIVE RULING IS ISSUED
AND THE PARTIES ARE PROVIDE THE COURT WITH THREE MUTUALLY AGREEABLE
DATES ON FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 2:30 P.M. LONG CAUSE ORAL ARGUMENT
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REQUESTS WILL BE SET FOR HEARING ON ONE OF THE THREE MUTUALLY
AGREEABLE DATES ON FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 2:30 P.M. THE COURT WILL ADVISE
THE PARTIES OF THE LONG CAUSE HEARING DATE AND TIME BY 5:00 P.M. ON THE
DAY THE TENTATIVE RULING IS ISSUED. PARTIES MAY PERSONALLY APPEAR AT
THE HEARING. IF A PARTY OR PARTIES WISH TO APPEAR TELEPHONICALLY THEY
MUST APPEAR BY “VCOURT”, WHICH MUST BE SCHEDULED AND PAID THROUGH
THE

COURT

WEBSITE

AT

www.eldoradocourt.org/onlineservices/vcourt.html.

MATTERS IN WHICH THE PARTIES’ TOTAL TIME ESTIMATE FOR ARGUMENT IS 15
MINUTES OR LESS WILL BE HEARD ON THE LAW AND MOTION CALENDAR AT 8:30
A.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022, EITHER IN PERSON OR BY VCOURT TELEPHONIC
APPEARANCE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED BY THE COURT.
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